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April showers have brought May flowers!

    
 

Using Rain Barrels in your Garden

 
With spring rains starting, now is the time to consider how

we use water in the garden.
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Did you know that having just two 55-gallon rain barrels
attached to your downspouts can eliminate the need to

drag a garden hose to your vegetable garden? Go online
and Google "Rain Barrels".  Then find ones that are

recycled (such as pickle barrels) and buy them!!  Simply
cut off a section of your downspout, insert the end into the
rain barrel and do a rain dance.  Even one small rainfall
will dump enough water on your roof to fill the barrel up. 
Then, when it stops raining, simply put your watering can
under the barrel's faucet, fill it up, and walk over to your

garden (or container, or newly planted shrub, etc.) and put
this free liquid gold on your plants.

 
Some great advantages of doing this are:

1) You're using water that has no chlorine in it (such as
comes out of our faucets).

2) You're not wasting valuable (and finite) drinking water.
3) If you curl the watering can up and down while you're
walking to the garden, you're getting a great upper arm

workout!
 

When you are looking at rain barrels, look for a few very
important things:

 
1) The barrel should come with a faucet (also called a

hose bib) near the bottom.  For this reason, rain barrels
are typically set up on blocks so that you can get a

watering can underneath the bib. We've also hooked up a
short section of garden to  fill cans; as long as the water

level in the barrel is higher than the level of the can, it'll fill.
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2) The barrel should come
with an overflow opening at
the top, where you hook up
a small section of garden

hose.  This allows any
excess water to run out of
the barrel away from your

home's foundation.
3) Make sure the barrel has
a screen on the top to keep

bugs (especially
mosquitoes) out of the

water.  Old pickle barrels
have holes to let the water
"breathe" and screening on
the entire bottom surface of

the cover.
 

One important thing to remember: make sure that you
empty the barrel before winter, or else you'll have a giant

chunk of ice which can break the container as it expands. 
 

If you want to go one step further, you can install a plastic
cistern in the ground near your foundation.  An in-ground

cistern can be tied into the downspouts on your house and
be set up with a small pump.  The pump can be tied

directly into an irrigation system or set up like a hose bib. 
This way you can automatically water your plants (the

pump has a float switch on it so that if the water level is too
low the pump won't turn on) or use the water to wash the

car, your house, to whatever you need water for. 
 

Another great opportunity for getting "free" water and not
wasting potable water from your faucets) is to tie your

sump pump into a cistern and capture that water as well. 
Even the water that comes from your dehumidifier can be
used for watering plants, etc.  The point here is that we
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waste so much potable water for things that do not need
potable water.  We have a limited supply of fresh drinking
water available to us and we should be cognizant of this,

using alternative methods to getting our garden, car-
washing and cleaning water.

 
  
Contact us at: Sharon@ZaretskyAssociates.com
or call 585-377-8330

Project
Scion

News
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Project Scion is back!! Working with our good friend and
colleague, Pietro Furguiele of Waterford Tilling, we've
chosen to work with the EMMA neighborhood, which
encompasses East Main Street from Goodman Street to
Culver Road.  With the residents of this neighborhood and
volunteers (you??), we will be planting trees and working
with the Seneca Park Zoo to install more butterfly beltways
in many of the vacant lots. Take a drive through this area
and you'll see why Project Scion is here.  This
neighborhood has a high level of poverty and crime, and
we aim to do our part to help lessen that. We are teaming
with Nancy Johns- Price and her team at the South East
Quadrant Neighborhood Service Center for the City of
Rochester to design, maintain and program the gardens.

Meetings have been had, a plan is underway and we are
beginning to solicit donations of materials, time and, of
course, money, to make Project Scion 2015 a reality.  If
you can help, please do.  No donation of anything is too
small.

Please note: The Project Scion studio has moved to the
Village Gate complex at 274 North Goodman Street.
Owner Gary Stern is a big supporter of PS and has
generously donated an office/studio space for us to use.
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Some of the crew after completing Project Scion 2013: The Gateway at
Dewey and Ravine Avenues in the city's Northwest quadrant.

For more information, go to
Project-Scion.org

 So you like butterflies?        
And you want them in your garden? Well, how do you do
that?  You invite them in, that's how.  No, not with a written
invitation, but with nectar plants.  And with water.  A small
bird bath filled with water is a magnet for butterflies.  But
that's simple.  Choosing the plants is not as simple, but in
our never-ending quest to make your life as easy as
possible, let us here at Z 'n' A help you out a bit.  Here is a
short list of plants that will attract butterflies to your garden:
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Buddleia (Butterfly Bush) is the most well-known butterfly
magnet, flowering in late summer and fall.
Asclepias (Butterfly Weed)
Echinacea (Coneflower)
Azalea
Caryopteris (Bluebeard)
Clethra (Summersweet)
Hibiscus
Potentilla
Spirea
Lilac
Viburnum
Weigela
Yucca
Yarrow
Columbine
Astilbe (!!)
Coreopsis
Bleeding Heart
Daylily
Bee Balm
Gaillardia
Sedum
Veronica 

    
 
Want to talk butterflies?  Send us an email:
Sharon@ZaretskyAssociates.com
 
or give us a call at 585.377.8330
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Zaretsky and Associates, Inc. 
1965 Watson-Hulburt Road  
Macedon, New York 14502  

 
585-377-8330

 
www.ZaretskyAssociates.com 


